{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. IV.]        I'UOSVKCTS   OF  LIHKRATION.                    I 17}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 party to the dispute ; this was practically the con\-dition of Austria, though technically .she; was still in alliance with Napoleon and at war Avith Russia. Hut Saxony was a leading member of the Con\-federation of the Rhine, which for all purposes of foreign policy was under the absolute control of Napoleon, and the. destruction of which was a main object of the war undertaken by the Allies. She was, in fact, identified with one of the belligerents, and Stein very reasonably exclaims : 'As if it was at the. option of one of the belligerents to retire from participation in the war which he has hitherto helped to wage, and to declare to the other belli\-gerent that he. is neutral!' Perhaps it is merely saying the; same thing in other words, to point out that a Slate, which is to mediate must not be. one whose own territory, troops and fortresses, are the objects for which the. belligerents contend. Yet this was the posit ion of Saxony. Saxony was m possession of country torn from Prussia, and its territory was just that part of the hostile land which the Allies would begin by invading, and indeed had already invaded ; one of their first strategical ob\-jects was to get possession of Torgau, the Saxon fortress on the. Kibe, garrisoned at this time by 10,000 troop.s under (leneral Thielemann. On the other hand, Napoleon had been counting on the Saxon army as on his own, and by the terms of the Act of the. Confederation of the Rhine In: had a right to do .so, I Ie was in great want of cavalry, and a messenger now came from him to Regens-burg to demand that the two regiments of horse which had accompanied the King should join the}\par }